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4. Where did you find inspiration for
this line? How long ago did you
design this group?

1 designed this line in late summer, 2012.
b REEHDGARAD MO N The inspiration came during a very hard
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4 4 4 o g 2 *:t i "’3 ﬁ* *;’5 LG !.'.i & time in my personal life after suffering the
p . P s > ﬁ £y ’:} ﬁ:! ﬁ- g t‘.‘+ 2 i"; loss of my dear sister. At some point, we all
R 5 > ’55" ’3 *’* 1} 3;.# ﬂ ﬁr 93 e Jace challenges in our lives that force us to
b ) 3 > B *.! B s g;a g.g. & [find strength to move through these difficult
; qu‘ % > iﬁ':- i& & Q q; :g. o m times. Quilters have a wonderful way of
p s 4 9"4 % -s;; ﬁ; - .,:5-1_"&'1 {: 4 using their craft to help others during hard
. .;f_ ‘;' ’- > ‘;‘ ,:, ﬁf ﬁ "5‘ 15*.3 :e. ’i@ ¢ times or to celebrate the happy times.
L 4 ?-_A h‘l x- 1‘% o s’j‘a & % & %, ’:&-{ 1 wanted to design a collection that reflects
. s ¢ $ i3 PRt SR A e p the transition from stormy, rainy skies to
Ne 27166 15 Ne 27168 15* M sunshine, silver linings, hope and new
growth. There is a text print in the col-

Opal Opal

lection that reads, “Let the sun shine into
your heart.” I kept this idea in mind while
designing and helped to guide me through

what became “Sunnyside’.

5. How do you translate an idea into
a fabric line? What steps do you
take?

It always seems that my design process begins
in a different place each time I set out to
start designing. Most often, when I have

a specific idea, I begin by doodling with
colored pencils in my sketchbook. This is
usually where the main pattern elements get
worked-out. I'll then scan the doodles into
my computer and redraw them in Adobe
[llustrator. From there, the next most impor-
tant thing is to pick colors to start working
with, so T'll come up with an initial palette.
Even at this stage, I pick colors that evoke the
overall ‘feeling” I want to convey in a fabric
line though theyll inevitably be fine-tuned
as [ move along and explore how the colors
interact as patterns start to take shape.
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6. Deadlines - do you fear them or
do they motivate you to create?

1 love deadlines. Without them, I wouldn’t
be able to stop designing and call something
“finished’!

Why | love my job...

1 love my job because I get to work with so
many wonderful people who continue to
challenge me creatively. Collaboration is ex-

" Ne 27166 17* ' Ne 27167 17 citing to me and I've been very lucky to con-

Shade Shade nect with such good partners. I feel very, very
lucky to wake up each day with a chance to

use my imagination, explore with curiosity
and create designs that I hope might make
someone happy to look at.
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Meet Franny and Lou,

stars of The Drawing Board's Furry Fridays at

katespaindesigns.blogspot.com
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